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1. i believe in the spirituality, humanity and genius of Black People, 
and in Our new pursuit of these values. 
2. i believe in the family and the community, and in the community as 
a family, and i will work to make this concept live.  
3. i believe in the community as more important than the individual. 
4. i believe in constant struggle for freedom, to end oppression and 
build a better world.  i believe in collective struggle; in fashioning 
victory in concert with my brothers and sisters. 
5. i believe that the fundamental reason Our oppression continues is 
that We, as a people, lack the power to control Our lives. 
6. i believe that the fundamental way to gain that power, and end 
oppression, is to build a sovereign Black Nation. 
7. i believe that all the land in America, upon which We have lived for 
a long time, which We have worked and built upon, and which We 
have fought to stay on, is land that belongs to us as a people.  
8. i believe in the Malcolm X Doctrine: that We must organize upon 
this land, and hold a plebiscite, to tell the world by a vote that We are 
free and Our land independent, and that after the vote, We must stand 
ready to defend Ourselves, establishing the nation beyond 
contradiction. 

9. Therefore, i pledge to struggle without cease until We have won 
sovereignty. i pledge to struggle without fail until We have built a 
better condition than the world has yet known.   
10. i will give my life, if that is necessary.  i will give my time, my 
mind, my strength and my wealth because this is necessary. 
11. i will follow my chosen leaders and help them. 
12. i will love my brothers and sisters as myself. 
13. i will steal nothing from a brother or sister, cheat no brother or 
sister, misuse no brother or sister, inform on no brother or sister, and 
spread no gossip. 
14. i will keep myself clean in body, dress and speech, knowing that i 
am a light set on a hill, a true representative of what We are building. 
15. i will be patient and uplifting with my brothers and sisters* and i 
will seek by word and by deed to heal the black family; to bring into 
the movement and into the community, mothers and fathers, brothers 
and sisters left by the wayside. 
Now, freely and of my own will, i pledge this creed, for the sake of 
freedom for my people and a better world, on pain of disgrace and 
banishment if i prove false. For i am, by the inspiration of Our 
ancestors and the Grace of Our Creator— a New Afrikan. 

The New Afrikan Creed

Re-Build Collective Points of Unity 

*“deaf, dumb and blind” has been replaced by “my brothers and sisters” in point 15 and removed from the last paragraph.  This reflects proposed amendments to the Creed 
made by members of the Rebuild Collective. These proposed amendments have also been forwarded to, but not voted on by the PCC-PGRNA.  

1. We, the descendants of enslaved Afrikans under american rule, upon 
the mainland and in the Caribbean, are NOT americans but members 
of the New Afrikan Nation. 

2. We recognize the ABSOLUTE EQUALITY of EVERY New Afrikan 
National, and OPPOSE ABSOLUTELY  all forms of discrimination 
or oppression based upon sex, gender identity, sexual preference, or 
religion 

3. We assert that the ONLY state that can claim, by right, the allegiance 
of ANY New Afrikan, is an Independent Republic of New Afrika 

4. We are committed to building an Independent, Democratic, Socialist 
Republic of New Afrika upon our National Territory. 

5. We recognize that the right of EVERY New Afrikan to live under the 
protection of a sovereign, independent New Afrikan government is 
ABSOLUTE, and cannot be extinguished by ANY duration of 
foreign rule, nor voted away by any majority of the moment. 

6. We recognize, support and defend the RIGHT of New Afrikans to 
fight for the liberation of the National Territory BY ANY MEANS 
NECESSARY 

7. We recognize that the american settler colonial project is illegitimate 
in its essence; and as such, the u.s. government has NO legitimate 
sovereign authority over any portion of OUR national territory nor 
ANYWHERE ELSE! 

8. We recognize, support and defend the right of EVERY OPPRESSED 
NATION living under u.s. colonial rule to fight for self-
determination and independence BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY. 

9. We stand in Solidarity with ALL Nations fighting to throw off the 
yoke of colonial and neocolonial oppression. 

10. We demand the release of ALL Political Prisoners and Prisoners of 
War currently held captive in u.s. prisons and jails. 

11. We demand that the u.s. government cease and desist in its efforts to 
capture all New Afrikan exiles, and WE recognize the right of ANY 
New Afrikan to resist enemy capture BY ANY MEANS 
NECESSARY. 

12. We consider “Free the Land!” to be not merely a slogan of the 
Independence Movement, but a COMMAND to which We ALL are 
subject. 
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”i will give my life, if that is necessary.  i will 
give my time, my mind, my strength and my 
wealth because this is necessary” 
                             New Afrikan Creed, point 10 

    As the above quote suggests, the New Afrikan 
Independence Movement is very demanding of 
those who dedicate themselves to the realization 
of its goals.  The road to Independence and 
Socialism will be difficult and long.  We should 
have no illusions about that.  The enemy that We 
face is ruthless, calculating, and commands vast 
economic and military resources.  Nevertherless, 
We will win; if We are willing to fearlessly seek 
out and overcome our internal weaknesses.  
   One weakness that has continued to dog our 
movement and hinder our progress is our lack of 
financial resources. We are ALWAYS short of 
money! 
   The participants in the New Afrikan 
Independence Movement, like the members of 
the New Afrikan nation, are overwhelmingly 
poor & working class.  Most of us— if We are 
employed— live paycheck to paycheck.  Many 
of us have no steady income at all and are a hope 
and a prayer away from being out on the streets.  
Some of us are couch surfing or out on the 
streets right now.    
   The sad reality is that as long as We live under 
a system based on capitalist exploitation and 

national oppression, our general condition will 
remain unchanged.   
   We cannot fundamentally alter our economic 
situation without overthrowing the system that 
has imposed this condition of poverty upon us.  
We cannot solve our collective economic 
problems by simply “buying Black,”or “banking 
Black.” or having fewer Black babies “out of 
wedlock.”  
   We can, however, take steps to improve the 
way that We manage the scarce financial 
resources that We do have, and improve our 
capacity to contribute more to our struggle for 
independence and liberation.   
   One very important step that We can take is 
reducing the amount of unnecessary debt that 
We accumulate. 
   The high level of debt in poor & working class 
New Afrikan households hampers our ability to 
struggle for liberation .  The ‘debt trap’ is real: 
monthly debt levels of 30, 40, 50 (+) percent of 
household income make it near impossible to do 
anything except keep a little food in our 
stomachs & roofs over our heads  
   This debt is by design; the dominant ethos all 
over the empire is to live above our means.  
Credit card offers fill our mailboxes daily, even 
if We’re broke!.  It is important to understand 
that if you have to borrow to get something that 
is not absolutely essential, you cannot afford it.     

   When We have less debt, We have more 
money! 
   Next, We can embrace zero-based budgeting, 
where We tell every one of our dollars what to 
do & where to go.  This is a better approach than 
just trying to be “responsible” and hoping there’s 
enough money to get thru the month.  
   Today, with a phone app, like ‘everydollar,’ a 
person can easily assign monthly obligations to 
different categories & plan for one-time 
expenditures.  There is no excuse for anyone 
who wants to do a monthly budget. 
   Lastly, We must save.  An emergency fund of 
6 months of household expenses is part of a 
solid financial foundation for movement 
households .  
   This may seem impossible, especially for 
those struggling to make ends meet, but We 
should gradually build towards it. Our ancestors 
told us to “save for a rainy day” - that rainy day 
is always over the next horizon for New Afrikan 
people. 
   We know of plenty of folks who say they want 
to be free but can’t find the resources to pay 
monthly dues, or cannot contribute to renting 
space on a regular basis, or who can’t keep a 
paper coming out regularly.  People who can’t 
consistently contribute to their own liberation 
project aint gonna get free! 
   Many churches & organizations have begun to 
encourage their memberships to apply these 
basic principles and as a result, contributions 
have increased & their ability to reach stated 
goals & objectives has improved.◦  
   We think that the “tithe” concept is a good 
goal for New Afrikan revolutionists to strive for.  
If We all consistently contributed 10% of our 
monthly income to our organizations, We would 
be a lot closer to our goal.  
   For those of us who are trying to build a new 
& better world, We have to become new & 
better people. We have to build new & better 
organizations. We have to be willing to confront 
honestly ALL of our bad habits, ALL of our 
incorrect ideas and practices. We cannot afford 
to be careless with our time, our minds, our 
strength or our wealth if We intend to win the 
struggle for Land and Independence. 

Re-Build!  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  We need to understand the horror and the evil 
that was slavery; once We understand that, We 
will understand clearly that there is absolutely 
no way the United States government can ever 
print up enough money to repay us. 
  Reparations means “the making of amends 
for a wrong that has been done; to repair; to 
make whole again.” The demand for 
reparations is a legitimate demand.  But a 
reparations demand that is divorced from a 
mass movement to end state violence - a 
liberation movement - is a grave error.   
  It is a petit-bourgeois ploy for groups of elite 
Blacks (business owners, intellectuals, 
“handpicked spokespersons for the race,” etc.) 
to accumulate capital and resources to leverage 
as power at the expense of the masses of Black 
folks. This leveraging of power would be used 
to maintain this group of Black folks as a 
buffer between the mass of grassroots Black 
folks and the purveyors of white supremacy 
that currently hold power in the U.S.; power 

over Black folks …not power with or for 
Black folks. 
  
Reparations? Yes … But Not Yet. 
   
  I believe that at least four factors should 
guide the task of demanding reparations of 
the United States government. 
  First, reparations are due for the pain and 
suffering caused by U.S. enslavement and all 
that has come after it: Black Codes, Jim 
Crow, lynching, segregation, Ku Klux Klan 
terror, medical experimentation, restrictive 
housing covenants, insurance redlining, 
COINTELPRO, the seemingly endless 
scourge of police terror and police murders 
of Black people, and more.   
  The trajectory of these issues can be traced 
with a straight line from the time of 
enslavement and its aftermath and therefore, 
they cannot be divorced from a movement to 
end state violence once and for all. 
  Second, when We look at the issue of 

reparations from an historical standpoint, We 
see that reparations are usually paid after 
hostilities have ended.  Hostilities against 
Black folks in the U.S. have NOT ended. In 
fact, these hostilities appear to have actually 
intensified. 
  A reparations demand must include an 
immediate end to all hostilities by the United 
States government against people of Afrikan 
descent.  The white supremacist state must 
immediately cease and desist. 
  The hostilities of state violence occur in a 
variety of ways. One example is economic 
violence. With the cold-blooded murder of 18-
year old Michael Brown on August 9, 2014, all 
eyes of the world turned to Ferguson, MO. 
Numerous reports showed how municipalities 
surrounding Ferguson aggressively target the 
predominantly Black populace for petty 
vehicular and pedestrian infractions. Reports 
showed an economic system functioning off 
the backs of Black folks thru tickets, fines and 
probation fees. 
  A new host of issues are then placed on the 
Black populace: loss of income/employment; 
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utility shut-offs and/or evictions; loss of 
parental rights; children’s absenteeism from 
school labeled as truancy (and criminalized), 
and etc. and so on. 
  State violence also takes the form of mass 
incarceration, felony disenfranchisement and 
lack of access to affordable medical care.  
Look at the number of states that have refused 
to participate in the expansion of Medicaid 
under the Obama administration. Black folks 
in these states will remain without health 
insurance unless government – the state – 
extends a safety net. The website 
structuralviolence.org posits that 
“approximately 100,000 African Americans 
will die every year simply because they are 
Black; if they received the same social 
advantages that whites do, they wouldn’t have 
died."  
  Police terror is the most salient example of 
state violence inflicted against Black people in 
the U.S. According to the website 
killedbypolice.net, close to 1200 people were 
murdered by police from April 2014 to April 
2015.  The overwhelming majority were Black 
males, and usually the legal system failed to 

hold any police officers accountable for their 
deaths. 
  The Department of Justice also reported that 
police departments in Cleveland, OH, 
Ferguson, MO and Philadelphia, PA were 
rampant with racism and human rights 
violations of their Black populations.  
  Three members of the Ku Klux Klan who 
worked as prison guards were arrested in a plot 
to kill a former prisoner; one can only imagine 
what activities said guards participated in 
while at work; and a former Oklahoma City 
police officer has been charged with 36 counts 
of rape, sexual battery, indecent exposure and 
forcible oral sodomy against dozens of 
women, the majority of whom are Black.  
  That’s just for one year! 
  Prior to that, We have the report 
#Every28Hours by the Malcolm X Grassroots 
Movement which documented more than 300 
Black children, women or men were murdered 
by law enforcement, security guards or self-
appointed guardians of the white supremacist 
state, i.e. vigilantes in 2012.  
  Again, that was for just one year!  
  If free admittance to any institution of higher 
learning in the U.S. for the descendants of 

Afrikans held as slaves was part of a 
reparations package, for example, what good 
would that do us if our children can still be 
murdered like Jonathan Ferrell or brutalized 
like Martese Johnson or Jordan Miles at any 
given moment of the day?  
  Third, We must take into consideration our 
place in history and the maintenance of the 
moral high ground. The blood and labor of Our 
Ancestors has been documented in the origins 
and growth of numerous corporations here in 
the United States; the “nationalizing” of these 
industries and enterprises under the ownership 
and control of Black people as a reparations 
payment is in theory a just demand however, 
that too is flawed. 
  The majority of all major U.S. corporations 
have blood on their hands in communities 
besides ours, as well as in other countries; 
decimating populations by wrecking their 
environments and their economies.  These 
same corporations continue to wreak havoc in 
our own communities, thus continuing the 
conditions We say We want to change by 
“using reparations.”     
  Fourth, in this society the payment of monies 
is the accepted medium of exchange for goods 
and services. A sole monetary payment or 
settlement as reparations, without a cease in 
hostilities against Black folks, could be 
misconstrued (intentionally or not) as the end 
of the affair.    
  As long as the United States remains a white 
supremacist state steeped in anti-blackness, a 
monetary payment can never, ever mean the 
end of the affair. 
   It is only through an organized force 
confronting the white supremacist state to end 
its program of anti-Black state violence that 
the hope of Black people’s freedom will be 
found.  This is where our energies must be 
directed.   
   The only real, true healing and repair for our 
people will come once state violence against 
Black people ends. Permanently. 
  
Let’s be about that life. 
  
Let’s truly get free..   
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  On Saturday, March 30, 2019, myself and 
another comrad from the Re-Build Collective 
sat down with comrades brandon king and 
J.“g.”J. to discuss with them their experiences 
as New Afrikan Independence Movement 
participants working and living in Jackson, 
Mississippi.   
  Much of what is known about the situation 
in Jackson has come from the perspective of 
either those at the top of the leadership 
pyramid in the Independence Movement, or 
from those who are not participants in the 
movement at all.   
  We felt that it was important to hear about 
the situation on the ground in Jackson from 
comrades who represented a different 
perspective.   
  brandon king and J.“g.”J. are New Afrikan 
anarchists who have been active in the New 
Afrikan Independence movement for over a 
decade.  Both were active with the Malcolm 
X Grassroots Movement (MXGM) in New 
York City 

  brandon moved to Jackson prior to the split 
between MXGM and Cooperation Jackson, 
J.“g.”J. came later.  Both have worked as 
members of the staff of Cooperation Jackson.   

Coming to Jackson    

  brandon made the move down to Jackson 
after deciding that he “didn’t want to be just 
an activist” in New York City, he “wanted to 
struggle for actual power.”  
  Though understanding that a struggle for 
power was feasible based on the 
demographics of Jackson and the state of 
Mississippi as a whole, he admitted that he 
was a little unprepared for the reality that he 
confronted upon arriving.  “I thought that 
there would be a larger number of folks who 
openly identified as New Afrikan; I thought 
that there would be just more shit happening. 
I felt deceived.”   
  To be clear, brandon didn’t insinuate that he 
was lied to.  He had simply expected that, 
more than 40 years after the birth of the New 
Afrikan Independence Movement, and after 
hearing about the work that Chokwe 

Lumumba had done in Jackson over the 
previous three decades , there would be more 
than a small core of active New Afrikan 
Nationalists in the movement’s capital city.  
  He was also taken aback by one of his first 
tasks.  “When i got here there was a 
campaign to elect the first black sheriff, 
which we participated in, which i thought was 
problematic.  i’m making videos for a fuckin’ 
pig… and they were talking about trying to 
get human rights people up in the prisons and 
the jails… and when the guy gets elected he 
acts like a pig.” “Shocker” J.“g.”J. remarked.   
  The campaign that brandon was referring to 
was that of former Hinds County Sheriff 
Tyrone Lewis.  Lewis was elected in 2011 
with the support and endorsement of Chokwe 
Lumumba and the Malcolm X Grassroots  
Movement.  Shortly after winning the 
election, Lewis reportedly broke ties with the 
MXGM and denied making any promises to 
support  a progressive agenda.   
  Lewis was defeated in his 2015 reelection 
bid.  Current Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba 
and MXGM backed his opponent Victor 
Mason, who won the election.  
  brandon and J.“g.”J.’s criticism of the 
electoral strategy being pursued in Jackson 
was not limited to the sheriffs race.  Their 
primary concern was that New Afrikan 
nationalist politics were not being put 
forward strongly enough in any of the 
elections that MXGM had participated in; 
including the election of Chokwe Lumumba 
to the office of Mayor. 
  In brandon’s opinion, the approach taken 
towards the elections was merely an example 
of “trying to placate the people instead of 
showing them who you are and what your 
politics are.  The goal became to win the 
election, not to see who amongst our people 
shared our politics.”   
  J.“g.”J. came to Jackson at brandon’s 
invitation after much of the electoral work 
had concluded.  He spoke more to the 
approach to work, and the way that the day to 
day work was being carried out.  
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  J.“g.”J. was very critical of what he felt was 
the unwillingness to reevaluate previously 
developed strategies and tactics on the basis 
of new realities.  He also felt that the lesson 
of “putting all your eggs in one basket,” was 
not sufficiently learned following the 
transition of Chokwe Lumumba.   
  He felt that this criticism was equally true of 
the role played by Kali Akuno in Cooperation 
Jackson, especially now that it is no longer 
associated with the New Afrikan People’s 
Organization and MXGM.  
  The general perspective put forward by both 
comrades was that We should do our best to 
avoid creating indispensable people in our 
movement and organizations. 
  Another issue of critical concern that was 
raised by our comrades was the need for 
greater equity and actual democracy within 
our movement organizations; even in those 
where centralized leadership exists.   
  Often in our movement, even when 
seemingly “democratic” decisions are made, 
the votes have been lined up in advance 
through discussions that were held outside of 
the meeting.  The meeting then becomes a 
formality to give a democratic cover to an 
inherently undemocratic process.   

  In furtherance of increasing actual 
democracy, J.“g.”J. also proposed that We 
should challenge the dichotomy of “thinkers” 
and “workers”.  This, J.“g.”J. suggested could 
be done without fundamentally altering 
organizational structures. “You can be 
creative and find things to make this model 
work better.  If there has to be an executive 
committee that has an authoritarian power, 
change that shit every six months and 
everybody gets a role on it and a mothafucka 
gotta get his hands in the dirt for six months.”    
  Perhaps the most important point that came 
out of our conversation was the need to 
respect the inherent dignity of every human 
being.  Both J.“g.”J. and brandon mentioned 
how important it was to make sure that 
everyone’s work and contributions are 
appreciated and respected.   
  Even simple things like taking the time to 
say “thank you” are often omitted in our 
interactions with comrades.   
  In this area brandon felt that We could learn 
from the personal example of Chokwe 
Lumumba. “Baba Chokwe listened to people; 
even people he didn’t agree with, even to 
people who didn’t have the same stature; he 
listened.” 

  Before ending our conversation, We felt it 
was necessary to address the lack of unity 
among New Afrikan nationalists in Jackson 
who were all formally members of MXGM or 
the New Afrikan People’s Organization.  
  brandon and J.“g.”J. felt that reconciliation 
was both possible and necessary; though not 
necessarily likely.   
  J.“g.”J. mentioned that he proposed hiring 
mediators, getting everybody in a room, 
having it out, and moving forward;  but that 
the idea failed to gain traction.  
  Speaking of his former MXGM comrades 
brandon said, “they are not our enemies;  
there’s a lot of hurt here, there’s a lot of grief 
and heartbreak here; i think people are 
working and making decisions in a reactive 
way, on the basis of that hurt and grief.” 
  It is our  opinion that the current and former 
members of MXGM in Jackson represent 
some of the best, and best positioned, 
comrades in the New Afrikan Independence 
Movement.  For the sake of our struggle, We 
hope that reconciliation does occur; and 
quickly.  

Re-Build! 
Free the Land!  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On May 21, 2019, a group of prominent 
academics, lawyers, and activists published an 
open letter calling for the release of political 
prisoner Jalil Muntaqim (a/k/a Anthony 
Bottom).  He was arrested 48 years ago, when he 
was 19 years old, and is scheduled for his 12th 
parole hearing in September 2019. Signers 
include Professor Angela Davis of the 
University of California at Santa Cruz, Professor 
Cornel West of Harvard, actor and activist 
Danny Glover, musician and filmmaker Boots 
Riley, author Michelle Alexander, and co-
founder of Black Lives Matter Patrisse Cullors. 

The letter reads: 

  “We the undersigned offer our strongest 
support for the release of Jalil Muntaqim 
(aka Anthony Bottom) on parole. We also 
ask that New York Governor Andrew Cuomo 
commute his sentence to time served. Jalil 
was arrested in 1971 when he was only 19 
years-old and a member of the Black 
Panther Party. Forty-eight years later he is 
the only Black Panther prisoner who 
remains incarcerated in New York State 
prisons. It is time for this father, grandfather 
and great grandfather to come home 

  Over the decades, Jalil has consistently 
demonstrated his commitment to sustaining 
family relationships, pursuing educational 
advancement and providing service to the 
community, inside and outside of prison. He 
has served as a teacher, mentor and role 
model for hundreds of other incarcerated 
people. He stands as an example of the 
potential to reflect, change and grow despite 
the many challenges of the prison 
environment..  
  Jalil is scheduled for his twelfth parole 
hearing this coming September. One of his 
co-defendants, Albert ‘Nuh” Washington, 
died in prison in 2000. The other, Herman 
Bell, was released in April 2018 after 
serving almost forty-five years in prison. 
There is no justification for Jalil to be held 
in prison any longer. He should be released 
at his next parole hearing when he will be 
sixty-eight years old.  
  We believe in the principles of restorative 
justice. While we understand the serious 
nature of the crimes for which Jalil has been 
convicted, a life sentence should not be a 
death sentence. Forty-eight years is long 

enough. After all this time, Jalil Muntaqim 
belongs with his family and his community” 

Initial Signers  
Michelle Alexander – Author, The New Jim 
Crow 
Ed Asner - Actor and Activist 
Charles Barron - New York Assemblyman, 60th 
District 
Inez Barron - Counci member, 42nd District, 
New York City Council 
Rosa Clemente - Scholar Activist and 2008 
Green Party Vice-Presidential candidate  
Patrisse Cullors – Co-Founder Black Lives 
Matter, Author, Activist 
Elena Cohen - President, National Lawyers 
Guild 
“Davey D” Cook - KPFA Hard Knock Radio 
Angela Davis - Professor Emerita, University of 
California, Santa Cruz 
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz - Native American 
historian, writer and feminist 
Mike Farrell - Actor and activist 
Danny Glover – Actor and activist 
Linda Gordon - New York University 
Marc Lamont Hill - Temple University 
Jamal Joseph - Columbia University 
Robin D.G. Kelley - University of California, 
Los Angeles 
Tom Morello - Rage Against the Machine 
Imani Perry - Princeton University 
Barbara Ransby - University of Illinois, Chicago 
Boots Riley - Musician, Filmmaker 
Walter Riley - Civil rights attorney 
Dylan Rodriguez - University of California, 
Riverside, President American Studies 
Association 
Maggie Siff - Actor  
Heather Ann Thompson - University of 
Michigan 
Cornel West - Harvard University 
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Information on Jalil’s 
Commutation Campaign  
(excerpted from the commutation campaign pamphlet 
produced by the NYC Jericho Movement ) 

  We are requesting that Friends and 
Supporters call, tweet, email and write 
NYS Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s 
office and appeal to him to grant Jalil’s 
Application to Commute the Sentence to 
Time Served. 
  We also request that this Initiative be 
widely posted on social media platforms, 
encouraging freedom loving people 
around the world to join in this initiative. 
  We propose that people tweet and/or 
email Governor Cuomo every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and call and 
write the Governor every Tuesday and 
Thursday. 
 Communications to Governor Andrew 
M. Cuomo’s office must refer to Jalil as:  

ANTHONY JALIL BOTTOM, 
77A4283, Sullivan Correctional 
Facility, P.O. Box 116, Fallsburg, New 
York 12733-0115. 

Write the Governor: 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of the State of New York 
Executive Chamber 
State Capital Building 
Albany, New York 12224 
Call the Governor: 1-518-474-8390 
Tweet the Governor: @NYGovCuomo 
Email the Governor: https://
www.governor.ny.gov/content/
governor-contact-form 

For more information concerning 
Jalil’s case, check https://
thejerichomovement.com/ 
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   IJAN, the Imam Jamil Action Network is an 
organization that is carrying on the work to 
exonerate Imam Jamil Al-Amin, the former H. 
Rap Brown.  
   Our work is not legal but primarily 
grassroots political. It is to get the information 
out in public forums about the history of the 
lifelong political and legal struggles of the 
man known as H. Rap Brown, who later 
became known as Imam Jamil Al-Amin. 
   Our campaign for this year 2019 is titled  
“From H. Rap Brown to Imam Jamil Al-
Amin: 75 years of Life/ 60 years of Conscious 
Struggle ... A Prisoner at War.” 
   Imam Jamil Al-Amin who turned seventy-
five on October 4, 2019 was, during the 
nineteen sixties, known as H. Rap Brown. H. 
Rap Brown, had consciously been part of the 
struggle for self-determination and reparations 
for his community, the New Afrikan  
community; also often called the African-
American and/or Black community 
   From sit-ins to desegregate public  facilities 
in his hometown of Baton Rouge Louisiana to 
providing armed escorts for people who dared 
to exercise their constitutional right to vote H. 
Rap Brown became well known as the 

Chairman of SNCC, the Student Non-violent 
Coordinating Committee. He was “drafted “ 
into the honorary position of Minister of 
Justice of the Black Panther Party for Self-
Defense and later relinquished another drafted 
position, that of Minister of Defense of the 
Provisional Government of the Republic of 
New Afrika. 
   In 1967, a car which he was reported to be 
riding in exploded; killing two of his 
comrades and fellow SNCC activists, Ralph 
Featherstone and William “Che” Payne. This 
lead to his going underground.  
   Prior to going underground he had become a 
major spokesperson for the struggle for black 
self determination in North America. 
   He had been given the name Rap by his 
colleagues long before “Rap” became a genre 
of entertainment because of his ability to 
articulate, using very few words, the 
sentiments of the youth in the black 
community north and south.  
   While underground he once again gained 
special notoriety for reportedly working to 
stop drug traffic which was reeking havoc on 
our community and on the developing 
struggle and black liberation movement.While 

awaiting trial on one the many trumped up 
charges against him, H. Rap Brown made his 
declaration faith known as the kalima shahada 
becoming a Muslim. 
   In the mid-seventies, when he was later 
released, he settled in Atlanta, Georgia.  There 
an Islamic community was established 
electing him as the Imam; the spiritual leader. 
He later became the Amir, or leader, of a 
network of Islamic communities with 
allegiance to him. As Amir, he became world 
famous; particularly for continuing his work 
to curb drug trafficking and street gang 
proliferation.  
   The state continued to sabotage his work, 
trying to establish grounds on which he could 
be arrested and imprisoned.  
   In 1999 Jamil Al-Amin was stopped for an 
unknown, alleged traffic violation.  He was 
charged with possession of a stolen auto 
though proof of ownership was provided. 
  Because of a snow storm in Atlanta on the 
day he appeared in court, court was 
postponed.  Court was reopened a few hours 
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later, and after calling Imam Jamil Al-Amin, a 
warrant was issued for his arrest.   
   Fulton County Sheriff deputies, while 
allegedly serving that warrant, got involved in 
a shooting incident, leaving one dead and 
another wounded.  
   The only known eye witness to this shooting 
incident gave a description involving, height, 
skin complexion and eye color that didn’t fit  
Imam Jamil Al-Amin.  He also stated that the 
assailant was shot twice in the chest and once 
in head. 
   Though he did not fit the description 
provided by the “witness,” Imam Jamil, who 
wasn't shot, was targeted, sought after, 
arrested, tried, and convicted, of murder and 
attempted murder.  He was subsequently 
sentenced to life without the possibility of 
parole, plus thirty-five years.  
   He is currently being held in Federal prison  
though convicted of state charges.  
  The eleventh circuit court of Appeals on 
May 3, 2019, heard oral arguments on the 
injury caused by the Georgia State 
prosecutors knowingly, wrongfully and 
purposefully violating Imam Jamil Al-Amin’s 
constitutional rights.  

   His son Kairi Al-Amin, who once was taken 
into police custody at seven years old in one 
the frame-up attempts against his father, has 
become a lawyer. He is deeply involved in the 
legal work of freeing his father, Imam Jamil 
Al-Amin.  
   Kairi has a website that is essential to visit 
titled www.WhatHappen2Rap.com  
   The website outlines Kairi's fundraising 
efforts to produce a documentary that exposes 
the truth about Imam Jamil  Al-Amin’s life 
and legal political struggle.  
   We feel this documentary will help to 
further crystallize in the minds of the public at 
large the reality about Imam Jamil Al-Amin’s  
life and his just struggle for self determination 
of the black community and the Islamic 
community. 
   IJAN’s work, including this current 
campaign, can be followed by visiting 
www.facebook.com/imamjamilactionnetwork.   
   IJAN is sponsoring a Hall of Prisoners at 
War at the Annual Riyaadah, a gathering of 
the Masjids and communities holding 
allegiance to Imam Jamil Al-Amin which  
will be held in Atlanta, Georgia from July 
27-29, 2019 

   Activities still to be undertaken in this 
year’s campaign are the FREE IMAM JAMIL 
... FREE ‘EM ALL MEDIA CAMPAIGN 
WEEK from Sunday BLACK AUGUST 
18,thru Saturday BLACK AUGUST 24, 2019. 
during which we plan to link the ongoing 
cases of Mumia Abu Jamal, Dr. Mutulu 
Shakur, Jalil Muntaqin and many other 
PRISONERS OF WAR. 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Save the Date!  
New Afrikan Family Day 
 Friday-Sunday, August 16th-18th, 2019  

Jackson, Mississippi  

for more information, contact Baba Lukata at 
medistrictcouncil@gmail.com 
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   On behalf of the Free South Carolina 
Movement (FSCM), we would first like to 
start off by thanking each and every one of 
you who saw fit to take the time out of your 
busy schedules to show love and support for 
our brothers and sisters in captivity. The 
struggle is real. And it is close to impossible 
to overcome without your support and effort. 
Therefore, we applaud your energy here 
today. There is power in numbers, and we 
don’t take a single one of you for granted. 
Please give yourselves a round of applause. 
   We are gathered here on this day to 
commemorate the fallen comrades that made 
their transition in the Lee County Massacre 
exactly one year ago. If it weren’t for the 
innovative resources of prisoners, this travesty 
would have been downplayed by the South 
Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC), 
or worse: It could have been swept under the 
rug. 
   It is no secret that Bryan Stirling has named 
cellular devices the culprit. If it weren’t for 
these devices, the public would still be 

oblivious to the dangers that prisoners are 
exposed to, whether a phone is nearby or not. 
   Cellular phones did not kill these fallen 
brothers – deadly weapons did. And if the 
same amount of energy was used to rid the 
prisons of these weapons as it is to rid prisons 
of cell phones, the fatality rate would decrease 
exponentially. 
   But that’s not Bryan Stirling’s objective. His 
objective is to usher the carnage back into the 
dark, out of sight from the public eye. That is 
why more emphasis is being placed on the 
confiscation of phones than it is on the 
weapons that are still readily available to the 
prison population. 
   A quick investigation will show that SCDC 
has confiscated over five times more phones 
than they have weapons. And there are more 
weapons in SCDC than there are phones. 
   However, weapons have always done the 
state’s bidding, while the phones did nothing 
more than expose it. Contrary to popular 
belief, SCDC has not created the safest 
rehabilitative environment for prisoners to 

“pay our debts to society.” The greatest 
deception SCDC has the people under is that 
the prisoners committed into the Department 
of Corrections are here for rehabilitation. In 
all actuality, the majority of individuals 
released from prison come out worse than 
they were upon being admitted. 
   There comes a time in this evaluation that 
we should take a look at the ones in control of 
the environment, instead of focusing on the 
ones subjected to it. We owe this evaluation to 
all the fallen brothers and sisters, because the 
fact of the matter is, although a great deal of 
phones have been confiscated, the lingering 
threat of violence still lurks within the bowels 
of SCDC. 
   The reason is the Classification Department 
in the South Carolina Department of 
Corrections. It is creating the most hostile 
environments by placing the most disturbed 
prisoners in the same cell block with little to 
nothing at their disposal except for weapons. 
   Classification has labeled these cell blocks 
“high alpha” blocks. It is from these cell 
blocks that dead bodies come on the regular. 
Classification is well aware of this, yet they 
refuse to abort this dangerous degree of 
processing. 
   The administration has gone so far as to 
threaten prisoners with placing them in these 
cell blocks, knowing that for some prisoners it 
is a certain death sentence. Another name for 
these types of cell blocks is “the concrete 
jungle,” where people live by the code of kill 
or be killed. 
   Its residents know that waiting on a 
correctional officer to save you in that 
environment is certain death. Over 80 percent 
of SCDC fatalities come from out of these cell 
blocks, and the Lee County Massacre is but 
another testament to the fatal outcome of 
these type of cell blocks that have been 
designed by none other than SCDC 
classification. 
   The Free South Carolina movement consists 
of the remaining men and women within the 
concrete jungle that have gone above and 
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Photo:  Efia Nwangaza speaking  at a Free South Carolina Movement rally on Aug. 25, 2018. 
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beyond to prevent the senseless bloodshed 
stemming from these “high alpha cell blocks,” 
all the while carrying out the duties and 
objectives attributed to the state. They are: 1) 
Creating a safe environment for prisoners to 
coexist in, and 2) Rehabilitation. 
   You will not encounter one individual that 
would credit their rehabilitation to the state. If 
they don’t attribute their rehabilitation to 
themselves, they credit it to an influential 
brother or sister they encountered behind the 
wall. 
   A majority of these influential brothers and 
sisters have made their way into the Free 
South Carolina Movement. We have always 
played our part within the bowels of the 
prisons; however, SCDC has become quite 
effective in creating an even more dangerous 
environment for the prison population by 
removing the people of influence inside these 
prisons and spreading us out thin across the 
state, while compacting rival enemies in one 
cell block and leaving them to their folly. 
   Along with the seven deaths that took place 
in Lee County in April 2018, there was a total 
of 28 fatalities in Lee County alone that year. 
Before FSCM formed, the Freedom Fighters 
inside were individually involved with these 
troubled prisoners of war. 

   Freedom Fighters intervened in heated 
arguments that had major potential to become 
deadly without intervention. SCDC stripped 
Lee County – the biggest prison in the state – 
of its elders and people of influence, replacing 
them with troublesome brothers. SCDC knew 
that some of these men from other high alpha 
cell blocks had already been involved in a 
full-scale prison confrontation earlier in the 
year. 
   The Free South Carolina Movement has had 
enough of SCDC being the only voice the 
public ever hears concerning the prison 
populace. There is an old saying that, until the 
lion tells its side of the story, the story of the 
hunter will always be glorified. Well, these 
lions, FSCM, have successfully created a 
platform for our truth to be told. 
   However, this platform would be nothing 
without the brothers and sisters hearing the 
sound of our voice, or those later reading this 
statement. And we are here to tell you that we 
want to make our presence felt in our 
communities. We are focusing on what we can 
do to bridge the gap between us and the 
people we love, which is every last one of you 
standing here today. 
   We wish to utilize our foundation, not only 
to expose SCDC’s deadly tactics that 

ultimately backfire on our communities, but 
to also contribute whatever we may have of 
use to our communities, in hopes of making 
things better until we finally make our way 
back to you all! 
   Contrary to popular belief, we can make 
change for you all from back here. Not only 
do we make change – we are all gathered here 
right now because of what the Free South 
Carolina Movement has done! This is but a 
small beginning. 
   Our positive activity will spread into every 
community where we are welcomed, so that 
you too may benefit from the self-
rehabilitated men and women who refused to 
let circumstances relieve us of our 
responsibilities as leaders. Therefore, the Free 
South Carolina Movement has made a call to 
all rehabilitated POWs from behind bars to 
combine resources and concentrate them into 
the communities that need us. 
   We have made it possible for us to be 
reached so that we may assist you all in the 
same way that you have assisted us. We plan 
to usher in “Back to School Extravaganzas” 
as well as coat drives in the near future. 
   The Free South Carolina Movement will 
prove that there are productive brothers and 
sisters behind bars and that we have truly 
outgrown this place. The system has failed in 
making us any better. Quite the opposite: It 
has only succeeded in making many of us 
worse, sicker. Regardless, the Free South 
Carolina Movement has overcome. We work 
daily and refuse to lose another life. 
  With that being said: we leave you with 
“Peace!” And until we greet again, “Peace! 
Free South Carolina salute!” 

Free the Land!  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  The hot button issue of immigration, both 
legal and illegal, in U.S. politics saw not only 
threats by Trump to shut the Southern border, 
but to push for the repeal of birthright 
citizenship as etched in Section One of the 
14th Amendment to the United States 
Constitution. From a New Afrikan 
perspective, the 14th  Amendment obliterated 
the essential principle of the newly freed 
Afrikans to self-determination.  
  The status of newly freed Afrikans 
following the Emancipation Proclamation and 
the 13th Amendment is often overlooked, and 
it relates directly to the 14th Amendment.  
  The Amistad case instructs as to the status of 
formerly enslaved Afrikans, which was one 
of not being subject to the laws of the USA. 
Newly freed Afrikans negotiated/demanded 
with General Sherman a reparation package 
of 40 acres of land for every formerly 

enslaved Afrikan and this was agreed to by 
President Lincoln who signed an executive 
order to that effect. This process saw Afrikans 
exercising their right of self-determination 
and nation-building by forming a 
governmental structure to negotiate with 
General Sherman and seeking land away 
from Europeans and that was included in the 
Special Field Order 15. 
  However, this project was revoked by 
President Andrew Johnson. Black Codes 
started to be passed in several Southern 
legislatures effectively subduing the right of 
Afrikans to own or lease land which clashed 
with the Freedmen Bureau Act, but the 
Federal government was unable to enforce 
the Act due to the withdrawal of Union troops 
from the South.  
  In this hostile environment Afrikans’ desire 
for self-determination although enshrined in 
US law, was thwarted every step of the way.  

  However, it must be noted that formerly 
enslaved Afrikans were still not subject to US 
law as per the Amistad case and this was the 
period from 1863 to 1868 (when the 14th 
Amendment was ratified and signed into 
law). 
  From a New Afrikan perspective the 13th 
Amendment was the beginning of the 
refinement of the enslavement of Afrikan 
people and the 14th Amendment the 
beginning of American colonialism on the 
New Afrikan nation in the USA.  
  This principle was established in United 
States v Libellants and Claimants of the 
Schooner Amistad,  

In that case, the U.S. Supreme Court 
addressed the question of Afrikans who had 
been freed (they had freed themselves) from 
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illegal slavery by Spanish subjects. The Court 
found that the Afrikans so freed were subject 
neither to the law of Spain nor to U.S. law 
but, to the “general law of nations.” 
  If the relevant portion of the 13th 
Amendment is undisputed and thus far it is, 
no one, not even the ex-slave owner of the 
now free Afrikan could define the future 
status of the Afrikans for them and impose a 
status upon them. The right was the Afrikan’s 
alone, fruit of the right of self-determination. 

  Thus, because We were a free people, whose 
independent status was now recognized by 
the United States, the New Afrikan nation 
was possessed of rights – irrespective of 
action or inaction by the American 
community.   (pg. 6-7,  Reparations Yes!) 
  Flowing out of this status of New Afrikan 
nationhood several natural questions arose. 
How do we wish to govern ourselves, should 
we stay or leave and what does this freedom 
mean??? 

  Well this freedom in today’s terminology – 
the right to self-determination – would extend 
to us four natural options, choices, as to a 
political destiny. (1) the right to return to 
Afrika, as we were victims of warfare and 
illegal kidnapping; (2) the right to emigrate to 
another place, as our families were cruelly 
fragmented and scattered throughout the 
diaspora; (3) the right to seek admission, as 
citizens into the American community and 
strive for multi-racial democracy, and (4) the 
right to remain where We were, negotiate 
with the native peoples of this land and 
establish our nation in an independent 
separate territory; for, We had been legally 
constructed outside the American community 
and found ourselves on soil claimed by the 
United States in great numbers and severed 
homeland ties. 
   For two and one -half years, in varying 
degrees, each of these options was exercised 
by various sectors of the New Afrikan nation. 
But at no time, however, was a national 

plebiscite (people’s vote) held to inform 
Black people of these options and permit 
them collectively to make a choice. 

  The American community paused, rather 
than acting immediately. They paused for five 
years before passing a constitutional 
amendment, attempting to bring the Afrikan 
inside of the American community. They 
waited, and left Blacks completely out of 
their system – left us under the shield of 
international law, left us with the inalienable 
right to self-determination. 
  Thus the 14th Amendment, passed nearly 
three years after the 13th Amendment and 
five years after the Emancipation 
Proclamation could not – as popular 
interpretation suggests – impose U.S. 
citizenship upon or grant U.S. citizenship to 
the newly freed persons. (pgs. 7-8, 
Reparations Yes!) 
  In conclusion, the 14th Amendment is 
simply a law to thwart New Afrikan self-
determination. It is a law that imposed 
American colonialism on the New Afrikan 
Nation.
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“peace by piece: fight by flight”  
kuwasi balagoon tribute  

brandon king (August 2011)

WHO WE ARE 
The Re-Build Collective is a New 
Afrikan Independence 
Movement formation inspired by 
the thought of Movement 
theoretician Atiba Shanna.

We welcome any questions, comments or criticisms 
that our readers may have. Please feel free to write 
us at info@rebuildcollective.org . Letters by mail 
should be sent to: Re-Build! c/o Spear and Shield 
Publications, 1321 N. Milwaukee Ave. Suite 441, 
Chicago, IL 60642. 
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